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Hearing protection and caution was 
required on Tuesday morning as stu-
dents, faculty and staff  received a tour at 
the Heating and Cooling Plant.
Th e event was a part of sustainability 
week, which teaches people how to re-
duce energy consumption. 
Gina Kodeli, a junior psychology 
major, said she att ended the tour to see 
what goes on inside the energy plant. 
“It’s so gated and cautious,” Kodeli 
said. “It’s interesting to see how they 
actually generate energy into the cam-
pus.”
Th ree tours guided by Christopher 
Nordby, associate director of plant op-
erations, gave people a glimpse of the 
inner working of the energy plant.   
“Th e more that the students are aware 
how they aff ect the overall consumption 
side, it will make a dramatic diff erence,” 
Nordby said, “and the way that we can 
achieve those goals that have been put 
forth to reduce our carbon admissions.” 
Zachary Pallin, a senior political sci-
ence major and director of the Environ-
mental Resource Center, said it is im-
portant for students to experience the 
energy plant.   
“Th is is their school and they’re pay-
Poetry plays a part in creating 
a region’s culture, and Santa Clara 
County has chosen an offi  cial poet 
so its poetic root isn’t forgott en. 
Nils Peterson, a former profes-
sor at SJSU, was chosen as Santa 
Clara County’s fi rst offi  cial poet 
laureate. 
“Th e nation has a poet laureate, 
and the state has a poet laureate and 
I think it’s about time that Santa 
Clara County had a poet laureate,” 
said Bruce Davis, executive direc-
tor of Arts Council Silicon Valley. 
“(Peterson) is an accomplished 
poet and a recognized author and 
a person who champions the writ-
ten work.”
Alan Soldofsky, coordinator 
of the creative writing program at 
SJSU, was on the selecting com-
mitt ee for a poet laureate. 
Th e Arts Council of Santa Clara 
County received hundreds of ap-
plications but decided on Peterson 
because of his vision for future po-
ets, he said.
“Nils had a wonderful idea for 
a project,” Soldofsky said. “Collect 
poems by everyday people about 
the valley. It made sense and it just 
seemed that Nils understood what 
the role of the poet laureate was.”
Peterson’s fi rst day in offi  ce be-
gan on April 1, which was also the 
start of National Poetry Month.
“My overall commitment is to see 
if I can make poetry more available 
and more accessible and more popu-
lar in Santa Clara County,” he said.
Peterson is encouraging resi-
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After a season of offensive woes, the SJSU football 
team prepares with new and old weapons.
Learning these fi ve simple words will help end the 
obsession with bagging every purchased item.
The opera comes to Opera San Jose beginning April 
18, with a preview yesterday at the King Library
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Police probe neighbors 
of girl found dead
TRACY — Police on Tuesday 
searched a local church and 
questioned neighbors of an 
8-year-old girl whose body 
was stuffed in a suitcase 
and dumped in a pond, as 
residents were left wondering 
who would do such a thing 
in this quiet, working-class 
community.
“I hope they catch whoever 
did this. I lived here my 
whole life. I used to feel safe, 
but I don’t anymore,” said 
19-year-old Melissa Landrum, 
who lives in the mobile home 
complex where Sandra Cantu 
was last seen alive March 27 
and had known the girl since 
she was born.
The investigation has touched 
on everyone who lives in the 
complex, including a pastor 
who became a focus Tuesday. 
- Associated Press
Vermont legislature 
passes same-sex 
marriage bill
MONTPELIER, Vt. — Vermont 
becomes the fi rst state 
to legalize gay marriage 
with a legislative vote — a 
suggestion of popular appeal 
— as lawmakers override the 
governor’s veto. The fi rst state 
to offer civil unions now joins 
Massachusetts, Connecticut 
and Iowa in providing for 
same-sex marriage.
- Associated Press
Strong aftershocks hit 
Italy, survivor found
L’AQUILA, Italy — Strong 
aftershocks Tuesday sent 
a fresh wave of fear across 
earthquake-shattered central 
Italy, and rescue crews pulled 
a young woman alive from a 
collapsed building about 42 
hours after the main quake 
struck the mountainous 
region.
Obama in Baghdad, 
tells troops Iraq must 
take over duties
BAGHDAD — In a dramatic 
visit to a still-dangerous war 
zone, President Barack Obama 
says it’s time for Iraqis to 
take responsibility for their 
own country and the U.S. 
commitment to wind down, a 
pledge that drew thunderous 
cheers from Americans troops 
stationed there.
- Associated Press
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SUSTAINABILITY WEEK
Peterson named county’s poet laureate
Touring the university’s power plant
Examining 
SJSU’s 
carbon 
footprint
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Students and faculty given 
opportunity to see the inner workings 
of SJSU’s Heating and Cooling Plant
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Former SJSU professor 
fi rst to be named to position 
A journey
through
London
and Paris
Unless Americans reduce the amount 
of energy that’s used, energy prices will 
continue to rise, said Jared Isaacson, SJSU’s 
energy analyst. 
As part of sustainability week, Isaacson 
spoke to about 30 people at the “What is 
SJSU’s Carbon Footprint?” lecture in the 
Guadalupe room of the Student Union on 
Tuesday aft ernoon. 
Isaacson said a carbon footprint is a 
measurement of a type of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
For students in att endance, like Kaitlin 
Keith, an environmental studies graduate 
student, the information presented corre-
lated with class work.
“In some of our classes we’ve been doing 
our own carbon footprints, like ourselves 
and our household,” she said. “I’m just curi-
ous what San Jose State’s is like.”
Ana Boleche, a senior nursing major, 
said she came away from the presentation 
with a new acknowledgement of her energy 
habits.
“It’s hard to maintain all of this stuff ,” she 
said. “I didn’t really think about it, like shut-
ting off  water, turning on lights, because I 
live on campus. Now I’m going to be more 
effi  cient.”
Th e carbon footprint, a standardized 
measurement in metric tons of carbon di-
oxide, is important to keep track of because 
carbon dioxide is one of the signifi cant fac-
tors in global warming and it helps organi-
zations prepare for regulation requirements, 
Isaacson said. 
SJSU participates in California Climate 
Action Registry, a nonprofi t organization 
that helps promote early actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, according to its 
Web site. According to the slideshow pre-
sented at the lecture, SJSU is one of the 
23 California State University campuses 
included in this particular group. Th e 2006 
report showed that the CSU system pro-
See CARBON, page 2
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INTERNATIONAL
A train on the Underground 
(London’s metro transportation system) passes through the 
District Green Line Station during rush hour in London on 
March 21. Below, cars pass the Arc de Triomphe during rush 
hour at night on March 26.
SJSU journalism students 
hit the European streets
See GLOBAL MEDIA INITIATIVE • Pages 4 and 5
Nils Peterson
Courtesy of Nils Peterson
Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter. 
Go to www.twitter.com/thespartandaily.
Find the Spartan Daily on Facebook. Go to 
Facebook.com and search ‘Spartan Daily’ 
in the Pages application.
Commentary: The Sharks clinched at least a tie 
of the Western Conference’s best record by defeating 
the conference’s worst team. 
Global Studies Club
Dr. B.S. Mann, a visiting scholar 
from India, will give a presenta-
tion on “Emerging Trends in 
Globalization.”  
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room of 
the Student Union. 
Contact Ryan Wu at 
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com
Trashion Fashion 
Show
This event has been postponed 
until Wednesday, April 22. 
Study Abroad Panel 
Discussion
Learn about studying abroad from 
alumni, faculty and employers.
3 to 4 p.m. in the University Room 
of the Student Union.
Contact Veronica Malki at 
Veronica.Malki@sjsu.edu
Weekly Discussion
Hangout with globally-minded 
people, discuss international 
issues and fi nd out internship 
opportunities. 
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room of 
the Student Union. 
Contact Ryan Wu at 
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com
Study Abroad Fair
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Seventh 
Street Plaza.
Assert Yourself
The workshop will help boost your 
self-confi dence and self-esteem.
3 to 4 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118. 
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Time Management 
Feud
Learn how to manage your time 
and be more productive. 
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource 
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center.
For more information, call 
924-6158 or 924-5910.
Pregnancy 
Counseling
Pregnant? Confused? Need Sup-
port? Peer counseling is available 
every Monday. 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the Guada-
lupe Room of the Student Union 
and 1 to 3 p.m. in Hugh Gillis Hall, 
Room 255.
For more information, call 
376-1233.
The Animation 
Show of Shows
A showcase of animated short 
fi lms from fi lm festivals around 
the world.
7:30 p.m. in Morris Dailey 
Auditorium. 
Contact David Chai at 
David.Chai@sjsu.edu
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ing for the operation of this school,” Pal-
lin said. “Students should be interested in 
what the school does with their money, 
and also sustainability is a huge issue and 
part of understanding sustainability is un-
derstanding how we create power and how 
we use power.” 
Th e campus energy plant provides two-
thirds of the campus’ total power, Nordby 
said. Th e energy plant produces energy 
through a gas turbine engine that was orig-
inally designed for an airplane engine but 
was modifi ed for industrial use, Nordby 
said.
Th e waste heat that comes from the gas 
turbine is recycled, he added.    
“By injecting steam, we can generate 
about 75 percent more power than what the 
standard version of this engine is, but we 
only have to use another 19 percent more 
fuel to heat that steam up,” Nordby said.  
Th e buildings do not have their own 
furnaces, Nordby said, therefore steam 
is sent out from the energy plant into the 
buildings for heat and hot water. 
During the summer, there are diff erent 
machines that make chilled water to cool 
the buildings, he said.
“Th e highest cooling demand is during 
the summer and that’s usually the highest 
electric demand too,” Nordby said. 
Nordby added that just about every 
machine is running during the summer to 
push as much chilled water across campus, 
but it can be diffi  cult at times because of 
the warm weather at night when ice is pro-
duced. 
Nordby said ice is produced at night be-
cause the cost is less than making ice dur-
ing the day. 
Th e greatest heat demand is usually 
during the winter break, he said. 
“Th e students are all gone you have a 
couple of faculty here,” Nordby said. “But 
without all the (students) in the building 
to heat them up, we have to heat all that 
empty space.” 
For students who feel that certain build-
ings might be cooler, Nordby said they 
operate under executive orders that state 
buildings are to be heated up to 68-de-
grees.
dents to create the county’s fi rst 
offi  cial poem. 
A compilation of one-line po-
ems about the valley, contribut-
ed by 100 diff erent authors, will 
be showcased next year. He said 
there will be a public reading of 
the poems so people know who 
the authors are and to have an 
opportunity for people to learn 
something new about where 
they live.  
Th e poet laureate said he 
wants residents to start looking 
at the world with diff erent eyes 
and think about “what it’s like 
to live here, what kind of people 
you see as you walk around, 
what is the look of the place, the 
feel of the place, how you feel 
about living here in the Santa 
Clara Valley. Not just ‘I’m feel-
ing bad because girl dumped me’ 
poems.” 
With Peterson taking the 
reins as poet laureate, Soldof-
sky said he thinks the valley will 
become more cultured like its 
neighbors. 
“In some ways, compared 
to San Francisco and other Bay 
Area regions, Silicon Valley or 
the South Bay didn’t have an 
identity through literature yet,” 
he said. “One way to get that 
identity is to hire a poet to work 
for the county to help generate 
that identity, to construct it, and 
I think Nils is going to do that.”
Soldofsky described Peter-
son’s poetry writing style as “gar-
rulous,” or chatt y. 
“Words he once said was, 
‘Poetry is supposed to be about 
people talking to people, not just 
some literary person in an ivory 
tower creating unintelligible im-
ages,’” Soldofsky said.
Peterson said he never in-
tended to stick with poetry all 
his life. He said he started writ-
ing poetry more seriously while 
in graduate school at Rutgers 
University because of the friends 
he met there, and he originally 
planned to be a prose writer. 
Th e Campbell resident said 
his wife of almost 46 years is “very 
pleased to be Mrs. Laureate.”
“She’s had to put up with me 
and all my poetic ways for a long 
time,” he said, laughing. 
With the economy as it is, he 
said he is thankful that people 
still consider literary arts a wor-
thy cause.
“It’s really important that we 
fi nd ways of supporting the arts 
in this time of budget crisis,” he 
said. “Th at the board would go 
ahead and do this is very good 
and important not only for po-
etry, but for music and art and 
drama and dance.”
Soldofsky said Peterson 
knows that this valley is “a com-
plex multiplicity of people from 
diff erent parts of the world 
(who) come here for many dif-
ferent reasons and somehow 
they had to live side by side and 
haven’t really been able to com-
municate.”
He said Peterson’s imagina-
tion and att ention to detail in 
every aspect of life will bring out 
the culture that Santa Clara Val-
ley has had all these years. 
“If you go into the world with 
the intention of seeing, of writ-
ing even just a line a day, you’re 
in the world bett er because you’re 
seeing more intensely,” Peterson 
said. “Th at kind of intent looking 
I think is one of the great gift s of 
poetry.”
On April 23, the poet laureate 
will be reciting poetry at SJSU 
for the Legacy of Poetry Day.
duced 426,000 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide.
In 2006, SJSU produced 
40,340 metric tons of carbon di-
oxide, about 13,234 metric tons 
more than in 1990, according to 
the slideshow.
Energy used by the buildings 
on campus is generated at the 
heating and cooling plant. Elec-
tricity from it is used for lighting. 
Steam is used for heating hot wa-
ter and space heating. Th e chilled 
water produced is used for cool-
ing campus buildings. 
To help control the amount 
of energy use, SJSU has come up 
with plans to help cut it down. 
One of the plans mentioned 
at the lecture involved SJSU’s wa-
ter use. Isaacson said that since 
SJSU uses 150 million gallons 
of water per year, there is a plan 
to use “recycled” or “reclaimed” 
water for industrial or irrigation 
purposes and in the toilets and 
urinals in the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library.
Jonah Rosenthal, a fresh-
man psychology major, said he 
felt that students’ involvement 
in helping the environment is 
important.
“I like being involved in the en-
vironmental movement,” he said. 
“I think these lectures are a way to 
kind of get students interested.”
Students can also help in 
cutting down energy use, Isaac-
son said.
“Whether it be turning off 
lights when they’re not in use, 
leaving the windows closed 
when they leave the room, put 
their computers in sleep mode 
or turn them off   overnight,” 
Isaacson said. “Th at would be 
very helpful.” 
If changes aren’t made to the 
consumption of energy, Isaac-
son said that he feels we will all 
be aff ected. 
“If we’re going to be using and 
maintaining current use or even 
increasing the amount of fossil 
fuels,” he said, “the price for nat-
ural gas, oil, and electricity will 
continue to rise as demand rises 
so it’s great to have a demand re-
duction in energy use.”
Continued from page 1
POET  Reciting poetry at SJSU on Apr. 23
Continued from page 1
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SJSU produced 
40,340 metric 
tons of CO2 in ’06 
PLANT  Highest demand from plant is during summer 
A worker inside of the Heating and Cooling Plant 
during a tour of the plant on Tuesday as a part of sustainability week. 
Continued from page 1
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“In some ways, compared to San Francisco and other Bay 
Area regions, Silicon Valley or the South Bay didn’t have an 
identity through literature yet.”
ALAN SOLDOFSKY
Coordinator of SJSU’s Creative Writing Program
From left to right: Dante Willis, a junior computer science major, Louis Hill, a freshman 
mechanical engineer major, Irving Duncan, a sophomore theatre arts major, and Clapha Cooper, a sophomore mechanical 
engineer major, practice a step dance on the roof of the Event Center on Wednesday night. The four are from the Iota Phi 
Theta fraternity and are practicing for the upcoming San Jose Step Show.
MICHELLE GACHET / Spartan Daily
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GAME ON
Peter Dietrich (far right), 
a junior psychology 
major, competes 
at a “Halo 2” Major 
League Gaming 
tournament.
Photo Courtesy of Raymond Lau
Peter Dietrich, a junior psy-
chology major, has won many 
things as a pro gamer: a Rolex 
watch, a top-notch gaming com-
puter, and $250,000.
“It was great until I started 
sucking and playing so bad-
ly,” said Dietrich, otherwise 
known by his video game mo-
niker “Foulacy.”
“‘Foulacy’ originated from 
two words: foul and fallacy,” 
Dietrich said.  “If you were play-
ing a video game you thought you 
were really good at, and you got 
beaten really badly, you would 
say it was a foul experience and 
that it was illogical that you lost. 
Th erefore, ‘Foulacy’ — kind of a 
play on words.”
Kyle Boyd, a senior psycho-
logy major, said he understands 
the idea of playing video games 
for a living because, like Dietrich, 
he plays games competitively.
“It’s a lot of work, a lot of 
time, but, overall, it could be 
something that you could do re-
ally well, and also it’s really fun,” 
Boyd said.
Professional gaming has been 
a rising sport for the past few 
years, thanks in part to organi-
zations such as World Cyber 
Games, a video-game equiva-
lent of the Olympics, and Major 
League Gaming.
Amy Janzen, the senior vice 
president of marketing commu-
nications for Major League Gam-
ing, said it is a professional video 
game organization. 
“What the NFL is to football, 
the NBA is to basketball, the  MLB 
is to baseball, we are to  competi-
tive video gaming,” she said.
LEVEL ONE
Dietrich, a former professional 
gamer, said he played “Halo,” a 
fi rst-person shooter game for 
Xbox that was released in 2001, in 
his junior year of high school. 
Growing up, he played a lot of 
multiplayer, a competitive mode 
where people can play a game 
with each other on the same TV 
or on the Internet.
“I was always into video games 
and I always had a competitive 
edge in wanting to beat people no 
matt er what the video game was 
or how many times I played it,” 
Dietrich said. “If it was multiplay-
er, I wanted to be good at it, and 
I wanted to beat whoever I was 
playing at the game.”
Dietrich said he took some 
time away from playing video 
games in high school to be more 
social, but when “Halo” came 
out, he and his friends were 
hooked again.
Th e game brought groups 
together that didn’t normally so-
cialize, such as “potheads,” who 
Dietrich said he hung out with to 
batt le the “jocks.”
“Th ey were bett er than us 
at fi rst, and we really took that 
challenge of beating the jerks, or 
the jocks, whatever you want to 
call them,” Dietrich said. “It just 
kind of went from there, until 
they couldn’t play with us any-
more because they just weren’t 
good enough.”
Dietrich said he formed 
the team Palo Alto All-Stars 
with four of his best friends to 
get a shot at playing in local 
tournaments. 
Aft er winning and losing a few 
competitions in 2004, Dietrich 
discovered Major League Gam-
ing was coming to San Francisco. 
He and his team entered the 
“Halo” tournament and placed 
fourth. Th is became the turning 
point for playing “Halo 2” for 
money, he said.
YOU WIN SOME, YOU LOSE SOME
With the release of “Halo 2,” 
which allowed players the abil-
ity to organize into groups online 
called clans, Dietrich and the Palo 
Alto All-Stars changed their name 
to “Str8 Rippin,” a now famous 
team among “Halo 2” enthusiasts, 
he said. 
“Str8 Rippin” climbed the 
leader boards of the game, and 
many famous “Halo 2” play-
ers, including Tom “Tsquared” 
Taylor, won a spot on “Str8 Rip-
pin” by way of online tryouts, 
he said.
Dietrich said the name of the 
group came from a song.
“I don’t remember which song. 
I didn’t come up with the name, 
another member did,” Dietrich 
said. “It was originally ‘Straight 
into Rippin’ but was later changed 
to ‘Str8 Rippin.’”
A common practice people use 
in concocting online names, for 
the sake of style, is to play with 
words, such as changing the 
“aight” part of straight with the 
number eight, which would 
be “Str8.”
Dietrich said he turned “Str8 
Rippin” from a jumble of players to 
a four-man team and then went to 
a Major League Gaming “Halo 2” 
tournament in Washington, D.C., 
in January 2005.
“The very first tournament 
was what defi ned ‘Str8 Rippin,’” 
Dietrich said. “We got fourth at 
that tournament, which people 
didn’t expect because the fi rst, 
second and third place teams 
were all teams that were really 
good at ‘Halo.’”
Marketing vice president Jan-
zen said Dietrich was among the 
elite players in the league when 
he played, and he stayed at the 
top right until the end.
“He was interesting because 
he entered the league as an on-
line warrior — that is someone 
who excels online but has no 
live tournament experience,” 
she said. “He went on to become 
one of the league’s most recog-
nizable faces.”
From there, Dietrich’s pro-
gamer career was well under  way.
“At fi rst, traveling around the 
country everywhere to these 
tournaments was really exciting 
and cool and I didn’t care about 
anything,” he said. “I would sleep 
on the fl oor and get two hours 
of sleep and drink fi ve Red Bulls 
and smoke cigarett es all day. 
“It was really fun and I guess 
it kind of became habit, so the 
fun was lost from the travel 
and really it was just about the 
tournaments.”
Dietrich said he traveled 
to New York City, Los Ange-
les, Washington, D.C., Hous-
ton, Philadelphia and many o-
ther cities.
Joe Dong, a sophomore 
management and informa-
tion systems major, said 
perhaps the majority of 
pro gamers should feel cau-
tious about their job security.
“As a profession, I don’t think 
it will last long, but it’s a good 
hobby for young people,” Dong 
said. “I don’t think it will be pro-
fi table for everyone — just for a 
litt le bit of people, like for those 
people at the top.”
In 2006, Major League Gam-
ing signed the top team at the 
time, “Final Boss,” to a $1 mil-
lion contract split between the 
team’s four players during the 
next three years, Dietrich said.
Later that year, Dietrich’s 
team would receive a simi-
lar off er.
GOOD GAME
Th e daily grind of playing 
“Halo 2” is by no means easy, 
Dietrich said.
“Life as a pro gamer is harder 
than people think, because hav-
ing to play video games to the 
best of your abilities, at any point 
in time, is a lot harder than you 
think,” he said. “You don’t notice 
unless you play something com-
petitively. 
“In the tournaments, being a 
pro gamer, you really have to be 
ready at all times to play the best 
you could. Learning about that 
was a really interesting experi-
ence, because you had to lose 
a lot before you learned how to 
prepare for the games.”
During the 2008 “Halo 3” 
season, Dietrich said he wasn’t 
performing well and didn’t want 
to compete.
“It felt almost like a chore ra-
ther than fun,” he said. “It was 
fun at times, but I really wasn’t 
playing for fi rst (place) any-
more, I was playing eighth or 
fi ft h or something. I just felt 
like I couldn’t get the energy to 
play for something that honestly 
didn’t mean that much to me 
anymore.”
Dietrich’s contract was sus-
pended in August 2008 because 
he couldn’t fulfi ll his obligations 
with Major League Gaming. It 
left  the option for him to return, 
he said.
Dietrich said he ended his pro-
fessional gaming career because 
he wanted to get back to college as 
soon as possible.
While he was playing “Halo 
2” professionally, he att ended 
Foothill College but when he re-
ceived his contract, he decided 
to leave school and try his hand 
at being a professional gamer, 
he said.  Eventually he landed at 
SJSU in the fall of 2008.
“Th e deadline to apply for all 
the colleges I wanted to go to had 
passed except for San Jose State,” 
he said. “It was close, it was cheap 
and I could keep all my friends.”
Recently, the clan Dietrich 
founded, “Str8 Rippin,” won the 
2008 Major League Gaming Na-
tional Championship.
Tom Taylor, who is now spon-
sored by Dr Pepper and is one 
of the league’s most high-profi le 
players, led the team.
“I honestly let people live and 
let live and if they succeed — 
I’ll just be happy for them,” 
Dietrich said. “They would 
have succeeded without that 
name. They would have suc-
ceeded on their own with a dif-
ferent name. It’s not really a big 
of a deal.”
Dietrich left one bit of ad-
vice for anyone who wants to 
turn playing video games into 
a profession.
“Anyone who wants to be a 
pro gamer needs to get to the 
top before they change their 
life,” he said. “It’s cool and all 
to be a pro gamer, but you need 
to prioritize. You just can’t cut 
out parts of your life.”
Janzen, vice president of 
marketing, said Major League 
Gaming has created a place for 
competitive video game play-
ers to showcase their skills on 
a global stage.
“Their passion and achieve-
ment is now being recognized 
by a mainstream audience and 
is something that they can take 
with them for the rest of their 
lives,” she said.
“They were better than us at fi rst, 
and we really took that challenge 
of beating the jerks, or the jocks, 
whatever you want to call them. It 
just kind of went from there, until they 
couldn’t play with us anymore because 
they just weren’t good enough.”
PETER DIETRICH
junior psychology major
“You had to lose a lot before you learned 
how to prepare for the games.”
PETER DIETRICH
junior psychology major
SJSU student 
and former 
gamer takes a 
shot at gaming 
stardom
LONDONPARIS
PARIS — Barbés-Roche-
chouart is a heavily populated 
migrant neighborhood located 
northeast from the center of 
Paris. Barbés, as the locals have 
nicknamed the area, has devel-
oped into a mecca for North Af-
ricans and Arab immigrants. 
Boulevard de la Chapelle, the 
main street that runs through 
Barbés, is fi lled with aggres-
sive African street sellers who 
push tourists into buying Mar-
lboro cigarett es and Eiff el 
Tower keychains all while try-
ing to pick their pockets, wallets 
and purses. 
Migrants spill out of second-
hand thrift  shops that sell shoes, 
purses and sweaters for less than 
two euros. Panhandlers sit at ev-
ery corner with a cup held out 
of their worn hands begging for 
spare change.  Graffi  ti is plas-
tered on sides of buildings and 
every other women walking by 
has a hijab tightly covering her 
hair or bangles jingling around 
her wrists. It is a rarity to fi nd 
someone who is non-African or 
non-Arab running a store on the 
boulevard.
Ani Muhammad has owned 
an Arabic book and calligraphy 
store on Boulevard de la Chap-
pelle for six years. He was born 
and raised in France but is of Al-
gerian decent. Muhammad said 
that business is diffi  cult because 
people in Barbés don’t read. Th e 
past three years have been espe-
cially hard and fewer customers 
have the funds to shop. How-
ever, the French natives come to 
the shop and buy Muhammad’s 
calligraphy art. 
“Th e French respect me be-
cause they know I am here to 
work and I have no problems 
with them”, Muhammad said.
Others that work in Barbés 
do not have the same neutral 
feelings towards the French.
Mamun Ahmed, an immi-
grant from Bangladesh, came 
to Paris fi ve years ago and now 
works at an Algerian pastry 
store called Les Delices De 
Micha in Barbés. Th e custom-
ers that come into the shop are 
mostly Arab.
“Th e French wear a mask,” he 
said. “Th ey pretend to be friend-
ly but on the inside they have an 
att itude. Th ey don’t like foreign-
ers and I hate them,” Ahmed 
said. “Others that say French are 
kind to foreigners are lying, but 
I don’t care. I’ll tell the truth.”
When Ahmed fi rst came to 
France, he only spoke English 
and Arabic. He once att empted 
to buy a Metro ticket by speak-
ing English to the att endant, but 
att endant scolded him and said, 
“If you can’t speak French, don’t 
come here.” 
Ahmed has learned a litt le 
French to survive but feels he 
shouldn’t have to. “Th e French 
don’t want people to speak Eng-
lish because they are jealous 
that English is an international 
language,” Ahmed said. “Why 
do I need to learn French? It is 
not spoken everywhere.”
Ahmed eventually wants to 
sett le in London where he feels 
foreigners are treated bett er. 
“My bones are black,” he said in 
response to how he feels about 
the French.
Benjamin Collorb, a Parisian, 
feels it is very diffi  cult for immi-
grants to succeed in France if 
they don’t speak French. “It Is 
very important to know French. 
If (the immigrants’) parents 
don’t speak or write French, it 
will be diffi  cult for their chil-
dren,” Collorb said.
Collorb mentioned that the 
French don’t integrate with im-
migrants and they place them 
in communities outside of the 
city in ghett os. During this re-
cession, French politicians, like 
President Nicolas Sarkozy, feel 
it’s too much money to improve 
the ghett os of the immigrants 
who are criminals, unemployed 
and uneducated. 
Collorb does not agree with 
the treatment of immigrants 
and thinks that since the French 
brought the Africans over to 
work and build the city of Paris, 
politicians should try to inte-
grate them into society. 
Ndieye Pape, a Senegal 
immigrant, came to France 
10 years ago to study philoso-
phy and political science.
“Africans are excluded be-
cause they are black men,” Pape 
said. “We are trying to be ac-
cepted, but it’s not easy to have 
legal rights here.”
Immigrants of Barbés are 
isolated from the city of Paris 
and don’t have a large amount 
of support from the French gov-
ernment to prosper fi nancially. 
Th e residents of Barbés lack 
well-paying jobs and can’t aff ord 
to splurge on shopping. Th is af-
fects the businesses that can’t 
gain revenue from the small 
amount of customers visiting 
the shops. As a result, many 
turn to pick-pocketing or selling 
second-hand clothes to survive 
through this economic crisis. 
“When you come to Barbés, 
leave your pockets at home,” 
Pape said.
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LONDON — Since he became a 
medical student in 1947, Walter Hol-
land has witnessed and participated in 
the evolution of England’s health care 
system for the last 60 years.
Th e 80-year-old emeritus profes-
sor of public health medics at London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science shook his head and said such 
“scandals” as the ones reported by 
BBC should not have occurred.
According to BBC reports, one-
third of the 154 hospital trusts in Eng-
land failed to meet child protection 
training standards, and 63 percent of 
those trusts did not do enough to en-
sure surgeons maintained the skills 
needed to operate on children. 
Meanwhile, it was recently discov-
ered that Royal Cornwall Hospital’s 
Trust and its Staff ord Hospital have 
not been reporting all of its errors.
“Th e problems,” he said, “are partly 
because of the low quality of manage-
ment, partly because of the invest-
ment, partly because people don’t care. 
It is partly because people believe we 
should spend more money on glossy 
pieces of machinery … rather than to 
be concerned with the simple things 
such as looking aft er people.”
In the U.S., health care is a money 
issue where an individual receives 
health care services based on his or her 
insurance plan. In the U.K., however, 
the universal tax-funded health sys-
tem allows everyone in the country to 
be eligible for “free delivery of health 
care,” and it provides access and cover-
age regardless of the person’s income 
level or age.
“Th e state has been providing a 
safety net, or funding support, for 
those people (who are not able to 
pay),” said Martin Knapp, professor of 
social policy at London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science.
Besides free health care services, 
many patients, including those over 
60 and under 16, are also exempt from 
paying £7.10 (about $10.40) per pre-
scription drug. Doraan Hodgkins, an 
81-year-old Lincolnshire resident vis-
iting London on vacation, received 
prescriptions for free because she is 
over the age of 65 and said she is happy 
with the health services.
“Otherwise, it’ll be 49 pounds a 
month if I have to pay,” she said. “If 
you need (health care services), it’s 
there and you’ll get the service you 
deserve.”
On the other hand, Hilary Gold-
win, a 36-year-old London resident 
who lives near Hyde Park, said it is 
excellent to think there are emergency 
and off -care treatments available, but 
the service could be improved a lot.
“(Th e quality of services) slightly 
went down,” she said.
However, the eff ect of the current 
global economic downturn has slowly 
reached into the U.K.’s tax-funded 
health care system. Th e National 
Health Service, the U.K.’s state-run 
service, survives on a budget based on 
a fi ve-year commitment. 
Th e current health funding is cov-
ered based on the decision made a 
few years ago, so the current reces-
sion, at the moment, should not aff ect 
the funding that is available, unless 
the public fi nance gets into such hard 
times that the government decides to 
cut the budget. 
Holland said that although it is un-
realistic to say how the current econo-
my is hurting health care since the re-
cession has yet to work its way through, 
one defi nite impact is unemployment. 
With the job market shrinking, howev-
er, the government’s revenue decreases 
as people cut their spending and abil-
ity to pay tax, which is a major funding 
source for health care. 
Holland said one of the most pro-
found eff ects on health care is the 
gross disparity between the rich and 
the poor. Th e U.S. and the U.K. have 
the greatest diff erential now between 
the two groups, and the U.K. is less 
healthy now than it was in the ’70s 
when that disparity was much smaller. 
“Th is could be that the recession 
will actually diminish the disparity,” 
Holland said.
Also, unemployment itself has a 
negative impact on health. People who 
lose jobs, people who have low in-
comes and people who have stress are 
more likely to need health care servic-
es, Knapp said. Th ey are not contribut-
ing taxes, but they may be making big-
ger demand of health care services.
As a believer in public health, Hol-
land emphasized the importance 
for government to pay att ention on 
preventive and environmental mea-
sures, which will have greater eff ect 
on health.
“Stop meddling with health ser-
vice,” he said. “It will be far bett er to 
spend more money on improving 
housing than just building hospitals.”
LONDON — Th e economy 
in London is similar to other in-
dustrialized cities in the world: 
a declining number of jobs with 
an overfl ow of applicants, leaving 
many would-be workers out in 
the cold, literally.
Like in the U.S., people liv-
ing in the U.K. are fi nding them-
selves laden with unneeded skills 
and looking for social service 
programs, which are quickly be-
coming the last resort from living 
on the streets.
“We’ve tried everything to 
fi nd work,” said Rachael Mur-
ray, 39, a London resident who 
resorted to panhandling in late 
2008. “My husband found some 
temporary work from diff erent 
(job) centers, but they never 
last long.”
Murray and her husband, a 
former British soldier, are part 
of a growing number of work-
ing poor around the globe on the 
verge of becoming homeless. She 
said that she used to think beg-
ging for money was never some-
thing that people willing to work 
would have to do.
But the times they are 
a-changin’.  
“I have two children and I have 
to do whatever … work is hard to 
fi nd,” said Murray, an Australian 
native who moved to the U.K. 
two years ago with her husband. 
She added that she doesn’t have 
legal residency status yet and 
there are less services available 
for her until she becomes legal.
Social service programs like 
Centerpoint, a government-fund-
ed program that caters to youth 
in London, and Look Ahead, a 
program that helps people living 
on the streets, are two examples 
of the various services available 
to those in fi nancial trouble.
Th ere are also advocacy 
groups, like the London Coali-
tion Against Poverty, that voice 
concerns on behalf of those in 
the most need. According to their 
Web site, the group organized a 
sit-in that completely blocked the 
entrances and exits to a govern-
ment legislation building where 
a new bill that aims to reduce 
low-income services was writt en. 
Th e group claims that they do 
not condone violence or confl ict 
but that certain things need to 
be brought to the att ention of 
the public.
Murray’s situation isn’t unique 
or even uncommon. She said that 
between her and her husband, 
they can barely aff ord food and 
housing for their family. Many of 
the people panhandling on the 
streets of London were once low-
wage workers who lost their jobs, 
for various reasons, and there is 
an infl ux of people willing to fi ll 
the few open spots.
Alex Frade, 31, a native of 
Spain who immigrated to Eng-
land and became a citizen over 
ten years ago, fi ts this profi le to a 
tee. He has been looking for a job 
in the retail industry where he 
said he’s worked for years. 
“More people are looking 
for jobs,” Frade said in a heavy 
Spanish-English accent. “Th ere’s 
less vacancies at the (job) cen-
ters and less centers because the 
(government) is cutt ing down.”
Frade’s last job was working 
for the now defunct Woolworth 
Company, which closed its last 
shop in London earlier this year 
and laid off  every employee.  
As Frade looks to social ser-
vice programs in London to help 
him out, he thinks that the sys-
tem just can’t cope with the high 
demand. He also said that when 
work is available, the pay is oft en 
too low to aff ord to survive in 
such an expensive city.
“I get depressed sometimes 
and I get in trouble for it,” Frade 
said. “I’m really just trying to 
survive until (the economy) 
gets bett er so it will bring more 
jobs around.”
England’s unemployment rate 
is creeping around 8 percent, and 
in turn, more and more people 
are fi nding themselves willing to 
do anything to survive. In Cali-
fornia, the unemployment rate 
has already passed 10 percent.
Th e question of whether 
these two places can handle the 
rising number of people in fi nan-
cial trouble remains to be seen, 
but if the lack of funds for social 
service programs in California 
is any indicator, local commu-
nities here in the Bay Area may 
start seeing more London style 
street workers — hard-working 
low-wage workers with nowhere 
else to go.
PARIS — Wine drinking is a 
national pastime in Paris and all of 
France, but with the economy dete-
riorating, people are trying to fi nd 
cheaper ways of purchasing their 
favorite beverage. Th e need to save 
money has led to an increase in the 
popularity of boxed wines.
“Yes, it’s boxed, but it is not bad,” 
local resident Martine LaRussa 
said. “It’s terrible to be from Paris 
and drink boxed wine, I know. But 
it saves some money and that is 
important.”
Marc-Andre Toskal said his 
friends have all started purchas-
ing boxed wines, and it is an 
embarrassment.
“We will have parties and they 
will buy those boxed wines,” Toskal 
said. “I guess you do get a lot of 
wine, and for less money, but it is 
just an embarrassment. Th e taste is 
OK, but I would rather have a bott le 
than a box of wine.”
Jolie Regnault said she refuses to 
drink boxed wines, even though her 
friends are all falling into the trend. 
She said boxed wines lack the same 
appeal bott led wines carry.
“I have lived in Paris my whole 
life,” Regnault said. “I know wine 
is wine no matt er what, but boxed 
wine, it does not have that romantic 
feeling. You cannot pour it the same. 
You push the tab and it just spills.”
Brianna Avery, a native of Wash-
ington, D.C., who is studying in 
Paris, said she was shocked when 
arrived at a party one night and was 
served wine from a box.
“I’m used to Franzia back at 
home, but boxed wine in Paris?”  Av-
ery said. “I never thought I’d see the 
day. I don’t mind drinking it because 
I’m used to it from home, but it just 
doesn’t feel very Parisian. It doesn’t 
have the same mystique that wine 
labels have which is a litt le sad. But I 
guess with times like this, you’ve got 
to save every penny you can.”
Michel Sedaine said he thinks 
boxed wine is a good investment.
“Why not boxed wine?” Sedaine 
said. “It is cheap and delicieux. 
Maybe the grapes are not the high 
quality, but they do the same job. 
You might not be able to show off  
the classy bott le of wine from your 
collection, but why would you want 
a wine you could not drink when-
ever? Boxed wine, you can drink it 
whenever you want and still have 
some money for food.”
Emile Bernard said he still has 
mixed feelings towards the new 
popularity of boxed wine.
“It is strange,” Bernard said. 
“I want to love it because it is so 
much more aff ordable. But it just 
feels wrong to be drinking wine 
that wasn’t poured from a bott le. 
Sometimes I think my parents 
would shake their heads if they were 
to see I had boxed wine. But also, 
I think they would be happy 
because I am saving money. It’s all 
wine to me.”
On March 20, a group of 20 San Jose 
State journalism students set out across the 
Atlantic to cover the world around us.  
The main assignment of the Global Media 
Initiative: To dig up the stories 
about lives affected by the 
worldwide economic crisis. 
For more stories, videos 
and photography, go to
The migrants in Paris
A tale of two panhandlers in London
Financial ills plague UK health care in different ways
Drowning economic woes 
with undignifi ed box wine
PARIS — Desperate times call for des-
perate measures. In a city where tourism 
brings people from all over the world to 
famous att ractions like the Eiff el Tower, 
the desperation of the con artists is the 
price most tourists have to pay for. 
“We were at the Eiff el Tower and this 
weird woman came up to my dad asking 
him if he knew English,” Ryan Harkle-
wood said. 
Harklewood came to Paris on vacation 
from Cleveland, Ohio with his family and 
said that his dad was gullible enough to 
admit that he did know English. Th ough 
his father was unaware of the woman’s 
motives, Harklewood said he knew some-
thing was not right about the situation.
“Right away she pulled out a card that 
said something about her being poor and 
losing her husband,” Harklewood said. 
Despite Harklewood’s warnings to his 
father and urging him to walk away, his 
father stayed put. Th e woman stood there 
as Harklewood’s father reached into his 
pockets and gave her some money. Hap-
pily, the woman walked away.
What happened to Harklewood is 
very common at tourist hot spots like the 
Lourve and the Champs-Elysses. Once 
the women fi nd someone who can admit 
that they know English, they have them 
read a paper that tells their story in order 
to receive sympathy. 
As the world is suff ering through eco-
nomic turmoil as a whole, this sympathy 
is not hard to fi nd for some tourists, but 
Harklewood said he has seen evidence 
that the women were lying.
“I know times are hard with the econo-
my and all, but I just think it’s wrong to lie 
to people. I mean, I don’t believe her story 
and I have seen so many women around 
here pull the same stunt,” Harklewood 
said. 
Tour guides and police oft en warn 
tourists about these con artists and the 
kinds of schemes they pull.
“Th ey are tricky and defi nitely know 
what they’re doing,” said Luc Fluery, a 
tourist from Montréal.
 In Harklewood’s situation, the woman 
got away with what she did because his 
father gave her the money willingly. How-
ever, in the incident involving Michelle 
Johnson’s friend, the woman sneakily 
pick-pocketed and got away. 
“My friend said that she came to Paris 
three months ago and she was carrying 
some loose cash in her pocket. It was all 
sloppy because she had just bought some 
souvenirs. Some woman came up and gave 
her that card to read and once she left , it 
took a while for my friend to see that her 
loose bills were gone,” said Johnson, from 
Brisbane, Australia. 
Th ough Johnson said that her friend 
wondered if the money simply fell some-
where, Johnson said that her friend fi g-
ured it must have been the woman. Aft er 
all, Johnson said that the woman had dis-
tracted her friend.
“Th ese women need to get a job,” John-
son said. “An economic crisis puts every-
one on edge, but I think these women 
have been doing this since before this all 
happened.”
Beggars or con artists? Tourists weigh in
SAMANTHA RIVERA
Special to the Spartan Daily
YA-AN CHAN
Special to the Spartan Daily
JOHN ELLIS
Special to the Spartan Daily
Photo by CARLOS A. MORENO
An ethnic neighborhood 
struggles with poverty, 
race and cultural clashes 
BRIELLE WASHINGTON
Special to the Spartan Daily
A small souvenir
A gypsy presents a card with a story on it to a boy 
near the Arc de Triomphe in Paris on March 26.
Photo by MIKE ANDERSON
HEATHER NACHT
Special to the Spartan Daily
Photo by MIKE ANDERSONAlex Frade, a homeless 31-year-old from Spain, collects money on a 
London sidewalk on March 22.
Photo by MIKE ANDERSON
Anne Barnett, 53, and her mother Doraan 
Hodgkins, 81, both of Lincolnshire, visit 
Hyde Park in London on March 22. 
A tourist couple stop to look at postcards in a small souvenir shop 
located a few blocks away from the Eiffel Tower on March 26 in Paris.
Photo by JOE PROUDMAN
globalmediainitiative.com.
 Classiﬁeds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
*One block to campus
*US & Internationa
l students
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike
*Intercultural Experience
 *Computer Lab/ Study Room
*Student Kitchen
*Wireless Internet Access
*Assigned Parking (fee)
*One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse 
EMPLOYMENT
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wendy@
(408) 733-9331 
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annually 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
TUTOR NEEDED
Beginning Visual Basic 2008 
programming skills. Ability to 
teach. 1-2 hours per week. On 
Campus. $25/ hr. Ben (650) 
533-8298
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
VOLUNTEERS
LIVE-IN VOLUNTEERS Casa 
de Clara, a small shelter for 
homeless women and chil-
dren, seeks mature and dedi-
cated volunteer staff. 15 min-
ute walk from campus. Flexible 
scheduling. Emphasis on ser-
vice and faith-based nonvio-
lence, in the Catholic Worker 
tradition. (408)297-8330 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 
spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
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Torrid threesome returns for fourth round in musical drama
DOMINIQUE DUMADAUG
Staff Writer
OPERA PREVIEW: ‘CARMEN’
Seduction, jealousy, heart-
break and death. It sounds like 
the plot for the next episode of 
“Gossip Girl,” but it is actually 
the plot of the popular French 
opera “Carmen.”
General Manager Larry Han-
cock and four singers from Opera 
San Jose gave an audience of over 
50 people a preview of the perfor-
mance at the Beethoven Center 
in the King Library on Tuesday 
aft ernoon.
Hancock opened the preview 
by introducing the performers 
and informing the audience of 
the story of the opera. Th e sing-
ers’ voices along with the smooth 
sounds of the piano and the 
thunderous applause of the audi-
ence resounded throughout the 
Beethoven Center.    
Th e fi rst to display her musical 
talent was Betany Coffl  and, one 
of the two opera members por-
traying Carmen. She performed 
“L’amour est un oiseau rebelle,” 
the most popular song from the 
production, she said.
Th e other singers who per-
formed were Michael Dailey 
as Don Jose, one of Carmen’s 
obsessed lovers, Daniel Cilli as 
Escamillo, the bullfi ghter who is 
also fi ghting for Carmen’s aff ec-
tion and Khori Dastoor as Mi-
caela, the village girl in love with 
Don Jose.
Each of the performers set the 
scene for the songs they would 
be singing and stayed in charac-
ter throughout their songs. Cof-
fl and, with her seductive gazes, 
constant eye contact and smiles, 
mesmerized the audience. Dailey 
and Cilli showed emotion not 
only through their voices, but 
through their eyes and their ag-
gressive gestures.
Adapted from the famous 
book of the same name by Pros-
per Merimee, “Carmen” was 
not popular with audiences in 
Paris at fi rst because of its racy 
storyline.
“‘Carmen’ was sexual,” Han-
cock said, “... it was unheard of 
during Victorian times.”
Th e four-act opera is set in 
Seville, Spain, in the mid-1800s. 
It starts in a square outside a 
cigarett e factory where Carmen 
is working. 
She has the att ention of all 
of the soldiers guarding the fac-
tory except for one, Don Jose, 
who is engaged to Micaela. Don 
Jose is ordered to arrest her for 
att acking another woman, but 
she promises him love if he sets 
her free.
Don Jose agrees to let her es-
cape and is arrested. He spends 
two months in jail for Carmen. 
At a bar where Don Jose and Car-
men are supposed to meet, Esca-
millo falls in love with Carmen. 
She refuses his love for Don Jose 
at fi rst, but as he reluctantly joins 
her and her smuggler friends, she 
gets tired of him.
Carmen eventually leaves Don 
Jose for Escamillo. Don Jose con-
fronts Carmen one more time, 
begging for her love. She refuses 
and tries to walk away, Don Jose 
then grabs her and stabs her in 
the heart.
Bizet died thinking he never 
created anything fruitful. Now, 
the tale of a love aff air between 
a free-spirited gypsy woman 
and a domineering Spanish sol-
dier gone wrong is one of the 
most widely performed operas 
in America, according to Opera 
San Jose.
Opera San Jose is in its 25th 
season and will conclude the end-
ing of this season with its fourth 
presentation of “Carmen.” 
“Carmen” will be showing at 
Opera San Jose from April 18 
through May 3. 
Tickets range from $69 for 
mezzanine seats to $91 for grand 
tier seats. Cybele Gouverneur, one of the two performers who plays Carmen. Courtesy of Chris Ayers
“‘Carmen’ was sexual ... 
it was unheard of during 
Victorian times.”
LARRY HANCOCK
General Manager, Opera San Jose
Did you take photos at last night’s Fall Out Boy concert?
Send them to spartandaily@gmail.com and they may appear in the Daily.
My brother was born prema-
ture by two months.
According to the American 
Pregnancy Association Web site, 
some of the complications that 
occur with premature births are 
immature lung development, 
sleep apnea (absence of breath-
ing) and an inability to maintain 
a regular body heat. 
My brother suff ered from 
all of those conditions. Also, 
his brain did not fully develop, 
so my parents believe he has a 
learning disability.
According to Florida Tech-
Net Web site, a learning disabil-
ity “is a lifelong disorder that 
aff ects people’s ability to either 
interpret what they see and hear 
or to link information from dif-
ferent parts of the brain,” which 
includes understanding and us-
ing spoken word or language, 
mathematical calculations and 
att ention span.
Unable to keep up to his age’s 
standard, my brother was put in 
a special education class along 
with speech therapy at a school 
in San Jose when he was six 
years old. Th e test results from 
the program indicated that he 
was learning at the pace of a fi ve-
year-old.
He is now almost eight years 
old and still unable to keep up 
with his peers.
According to the Child 
Trends DataBank Web site, 
learning disabilities are a “life-
long condition aff ecting many 
aspects of life including educa-
tion and employment, family 
life, and daily routines.”
He made a lot of progress for 
the fi rst two years he was in the 
program. 
At the end of his fi rst year, 
he spoke clearly and learned to 
think about what he wanted to 
say.
Math, reading and spelling 
were not as hard as they were 
previously, even if he still didn’t 
enjoy them. 
However, my parents in-
formed me recently that the 
school my brother currently at-
tends wants to pull him from the 
program.
Th e reason? To make room 
for children whose fi rst language 
is not English, my mom said. 
Th e Florida TechNet Web 
site also states “learning disabili-
ties are not the same as mental 
retardation and do not signify 
low intelligence.”
My brother is not unintelli-
gent. He is in his school’s acceler-
ated reading program and is test-
ed off  of the harder spelling list. 
His comprehension, howev-
er, is not up to par. He doesn’t al-
ways understand what he’s read-
ing or how to count coins using 
nickels or quarters. 
His current teacher believes 
that he does fi ne. During parent-
teacher conferences, she claims 
that he does fi ne in class because 
he participates regularly.
Th is is coming from some-
one who tells her students that if 
the homework is too hard, they 
don’t have to complete it. 
Th e Florida TechNet Web 
site states, “A person can be of 
average or above-average intel-
ligence, not have any major sen-
sory problems (like blindness 
or hearing impairment), and yet 
struggle to keep up with peers in 
their ability to learn.”
I don’t want to watch my 
brother struggle with his peers 
because some kid who wasn’t 
taught to speak English from an 
early age needs to keep up with 
his or her school work. 
Children with disabilities, 
I think, take precedence over 
someone who needs to learn a 
new language. 
Learning a language is not a 
disability. Perhaps schools need 
to accommodate for children 
who can’t speak English so the 
special education classes can fo-
cus completely on children with 
real disabilities. 
Maybe that is not the whole 
reason for removing my brother 
from the program. Maybe the 
school really doesn’t have room 
left  to accommodate his needs. 
However, I won’t sit around 
idly knowing that without the 
extra att ention he needs, he will 
suff er socially, emotionally and 
academically just for a child who 
can’t enroll in a bilingual school.
Th e way I see it, the leathery, 
old man behind the counter of 
my local liquor store has at least 
two sworn enemies. 
One must be He-Man. For 
anyone with eyes that hollow 
and a pair of ridgy, concave 
cheeks like his must be related 
to Skeletor somewhere down 
the line and, as we all know, 
bad blood like theirs will last 
forever. 
But despite this, judging 
from his behavior, there is an 
even greater bane to his exis-
tence: the nameless one who 
keeps his store stocked with 
shopping bags. It sounds ridicu-
lous, but his fi endishly automat-
ic habit of placing any purchase 
into some kind of bag exposes 
his searing hatred.
Anything that I buy from 
him, short of a lott ery ticket, 
will be put in a bag. He put two 
granola bars in a plastic bag for 
Christ’s sake. Clearly, the man 
has lost it. I can’t fi gure out 
which one he likes bett er: los-
ing shopping bags or making 
money.
He knows me and he despis-
es me because I have sided with 
the enemy. I think he should 
keep his bags, and every time I 
go in there I crush his soul with 
the same fi ve words: “I don’t 
need a bag.”
Even though the overpriced 
six packs that my roommates 
and I buy on a regular basis have 
probably kept his litt le place in 
business, he still plays this game 
with me. Sure, it’s a six pack, but 
it’s still only one item. It has a 
built-in container, no additional 
carrying apparatus is necessary. 
Ah, but I wish that he was 
the only one. Safeway must 
have contests among employ-
ees to see who can run through 
the most bags. What else could 
explain the bespectacled check-
er nonchalantly jamming my 
single Odwalla juice into a plas-
tic bag?
Th e thin plastic clung to the 
condensation on the bott le as I 
tried to free my purchase. I hit 
her with the fi ve words, and she 
looked at me like I was trying to 
give her back a used condom. I 
should have just drunk it while 
I was in line, but I bet she would 
have still bagged the empty 
bott le. 
Target takes it to the next level, 
not only are its employees more 
aggressive with their bagging, but 
it also has bigger bags as well. 
I didn’t have the heart to give 
the fi ve words to the patently 
nervous checker in the red shirt. 
I suspect it was the fi rst shift  of 
his fi rst job, and he had enough 
trouble remembering to ask me 
if I wanted to apply for a Target 
card. 
Removing the single printer 
cartridge that I just bought and 
sett ing the bag down in front 
of him might have tripped his 
switches, so instead I walked 
out swinging the bag around 
like a tube sock with a marble 
in it.
I cannot explain this ram-
pant obsession with bagging ev-
erything in sight. I must accept 
that there are some things that I 
will never understand. I cannot 
stop it. I can only hope to con-
tain it. I simply want people to 
fl ash a brief moment of consid-
eration for whether they really 
need that bag. 
If enough people use the fi ve 
words, then we can surely bal-
ance the once resolute forces 
that wind the clockwork of our 
planet, one bag at a time.
DID YOU KNOW...
Pablo Picasso burned many of his 
paintings to stay warm because of 
fi nancial problems? The Spanish artist is 
a central fi gure in developing cubism, as 
he established the basis for abstract art.
— Encylopedia.com
7OPINIONWEDNESDAY, APRIL 08, 2009 PAGE
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
One Washington Square
San Jose, CA 95192-0149 
News: 408-924-3281
Advertising: 408-924-3270
Fax: 408-924-3282
News e-mail: 
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu
Advertising e-mail: 
spartandailyads@casa.sjsu.edu 
SENIOR EDITORIAL STAFF
JOHN HORNBERG,  Executive Editor
TOMMY WRIGHT, Managing Editor
CARLOS A. MORENO, Photo Editor
JON XAVIER, Online Editor
ANDREA FRAINIER, Opinion Editor 
RYAN BUCHAN, Sports Editor
MATTHEW KIMEL, Sports Editor
CHRIS CURRY, Arts & Entertainment Editor
ALLIE FIGURES, Arts & Entertainment Editor
JOEY AKELEY, Multimedia Editor
KAAJAL MORAR, Features Editor
KIMBERLY TSAO, Features Editor
ELISHA MALDONADO, Investigations Editor
MEGAN HAMILTON, Production Editor
YA-AN CHAN, Copy Editor
ANGELO LANHAM, Copy Editor
SENIOR ADVERTISING STAFF
VANESSA ALESSI, Advertising Director
DARREN MITCHELL, Assistant 
Advertising Director
KRISTI RIGGS, Creative Director
EMILY JAMES, Assistant Creative 
Director
STAFF WRITERS
JESSICA AYALA, MARCOS BLANCO, 
HANK DREW, DOMINIQUE DUMADAUG, 
KELLY ENOS, JESSICA FROMM, 
BRETT GIFFORD, MERRIL GUZMAN, 
ANDREW HERNDON, ELIZABETH KANG, 
MICHAEL LE ROY, DAN LU,
ANDREA MUNIZ, 
SAMANTHA PATTERSON, JUSTIN PERRY, 
MINH PHAM, HARVEY RAÑOLA,
SCOTT REYBURN, SAMANTHA RIVERA,
JULIANNE SHAPIRO, HOLLY SZKOROPAD,
STEPHANIE VALLEJO, RALPH WARNER
SENIOR STAFF WRITERS
TARA DUFFY
DANIELLE TORRALBA
DAVID ZUGNONI
ADVERTISING STAFF
ASHLEY CHAVIRA, DIEP DINH,
SAMANTHA INOUYE, KHALID JIVANI,
RYAN KINGSLAND, LILIA LUNA, 
SHOKO MASUDA,
RITA MIKHALTCHOUK, 
NAMPHUONG VAN
ILLUSTRATOR
CARTY SEWILL
PHOTOGRAPHERS
MIKE ANDERSON
STEFAN ARMIJO
SANDRA SANTOS
YOUNG-SUNG KWON
ADVISERS
RICHARD CRAIG, News
MACK LUNDSTROM, News
JAN SHAW, News 
MICHAEL CHEERS, Photojournalism
TIM HENDRICK, Advertising
TIM BURKE, Production Chief
TIM MITCHELL, Design
JOHN SHRADER, Multimedia
PAT WALLRAVEN, Business Manager
DISTRIBUTION
ANDREW IDUL
GURDIP CHERA
OPINION PAGE POLICY
  Letters to the editor may be placed in 
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan 
Daily offi ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, 
e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.
edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily 
Opinion Editor, School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, San Jose State 
University, One Washington Square, 
San Jose, CA 95112-0149.
  Letters to the editor must contain the 
author’s name, address, phone number, 
signature and major. Letters become 
property of the Spartan Daily and may 
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and 
length. Only letters of 300 words or less 
will be considered for publication.
  Published opinions and advertisements 
do not necessarily refl ect the views of the 
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism 
and Mass Communications or SJSU.
  The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
Spartan 
Daily
Land of opportunity, for English speakers only
The aggravation of excessive bagging 
Oh no, they didn’t.
Th e government plans to ship 
foreigners back to their confl ict-
ridden countries — even af-
ter they’ve been in the U.S. for 
years. Lawmakers are pushing 
for English-only writt en driver’s 
tests. Jiverly Wong gunned down 
13 people at an immigrant center 
in Binghamton, N. Y., on Friday.
Is it hate-the-immigrants 
year? No one told me. I would 
have dressed up.
Most immigrants pay their 
taxes, and they do the work that 
others don’t want to deal with. 
Th ey wash your dishes, do your 
laundry and take care of your 
children.
Not a whole lot diff erentiates 
an immigrant from an American 
citizen. We all have heads, shoul-
ders, knees and toes. 
Sometimes, we’re one and 
the same. Th e Mexican on the 
corner could be an American 
citizen in an immigrant’s body.
In cases of wars or natural 
disasters, the Temporary Pro-
tected Status program allows 
foreigners to work in the U.S. for 
a while. Many live here for years, 
building careers, raising families 
and making lives for themselves.
For more than 300,000 peo-
ple, that life is being threatened. 
Th e government plans to export 
them to their countries by this 
year or the next.
If we did that, we’d be send-
ing these people back to square 
one. We gave them a gift  and 
now we’re just going to take it 
away? With no refund?
David Santos, a spokesman 
for U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services, implied they 
should be permitt ed to stay since 
“many emergencies linger.” Cen-
tral America, for one, is still re-
cuperating from hurricanes and 
earthquakes that struck years 
ago.
“If I leave here and go to Li-
beria today, I am a stranger,” said 
Gonlakpor Gonkpala in a Bos-
ton Globe article.
Forget about the “temporary” 
part of the program’s name and 
worry about the “protected” bit. 
We protect what’s important. 
People are important.
Th is is not — a law that pro-
hibits people from using transla-
tors during their writt en driver’s 
license tests. Missouri, Tennes-
see, Alabama and Georgia all 
cast the fi rst stone.
Lawmakers must have bet-
ter things to do with their time. 
Aft er all, not to belitt le anyone’s 
death, but accidents happen.
Cars crash for a lot of reasons, 
which are not limited to the 
driver’s English profi ciency. Th e 
person behind the wheel could 
be intoxicated, on the phone or 
painting his or her toenails.
Non-English speakers can 
learn what road signs mean 
since the majority of them are 
pictures, anyway. In addition, 
I have a cousin who can speak 
Chinese fl uently, but she doesn’t 
know how to read or write the 
characters.
If that’s the case, then the 
reverse can be true. Non-native 
speakers can read the road signs 
without being forced to master 
English.
Opponents of the bill point 
to the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
Title VI states people shouldn’t 
be discriminated against based 
on their national origins. Fed-
erally funded companies have 
to be accessible to non-English 
speakers.
I guess Georgia’s Department 
of Motor Vehicles decided to sit 
this one out, but don’t think we 
won’t suff er the consequences. If 
the bill is passed, foreign coun-
tries may be less inclined to 
support us fi nancially and busi-
nesses that employ immigrants 
may go under — none of which 
we can aff ord right now.
Th e midnight train also makes 
a stop in the land of contradic-
tions. In 2001, Martha Sandoval 
sued the state of Alabama when 
she wasn’t allowed to take the 
writt en driver’s exam in Spanish. 
Th e U.S. Supreme Court said 
each state, not Congress, makes 
this decision. Senators should be 
allowed to play Simon.
Congress says, Alabama 
does.
In addition, only U.S. citizens 
and legal, permanent residents 
have to take the English-only 
driver’s test. Refugees and those 
with visas can take the exam in 
their own language, fl icking the 
road safety argument out the 
window.
What’s more, it appears that 
Wong, the gunman in the Bing-
hamton shooting, was an immi-
grant himself. I have no idea how 
he could have murdered his fel-
low immigrants. 
Th eir struggles were the same. 
Th eir triumphs would have been 
the same, too.
It may be futile to ask Ameri-
can citizens and native speakers 
to accept foreigners when peo-
ple like Wong exist. Some im-
migrants don’t even care about 
their own, so how can I expect 
strangers to embrace them?
Great expectations, my 
friend. Great expectations.
If I’m to be stubborn only 
once in my life, let it be now, 
because the alternative can’t be 
a country that turns its back on 
people because of where they’re 
from, what language they speak 
or simply because it can.
Th at sounds foreign to me, 
and I speak English really good.
I cannot explain 
this rampant 
obsession with 
bagging everything 
in sight. I must 
accept that there 
are some things 
that I will never 
understand. 
CHRIS CURRY
For Those About to Read
KIMBERLY TSAO
Itʼs Down to This For more than 
300,000 people, 
that life is being 
threatened. The 
government plans 
to export them 
to their countries 
by this year or the 
next.
Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan 
Daily features editor. “It’s 
Down to This” appears every 
Wednesday.
Chris Curry is a Spartan 
Daily A & E editor. “For 
Those About to Read” 
appears every Wednesday.
Hindering children with learning disabilities
KAAJAL MORAR
Both Sides of the Coin
I don’t want to watch 
my brother struggle 
with his peers 
because some kid 
who wasn’t taught to 
speak English from 
an early age needs 
to keep up with his 
or her school work. 
Kaajal Morar is a Spartan 
Daily features editor. “Both 
Sides of the Coin” appears 
every other Wednesday.
Last season, the Spartan foot-
ball team struggled running the 
ball and ranked No. 115 out of 
119 Football Bowl Subdivision 
teams in rushing off ense.
Th is year, SJSU returns with 
many of its key players, and 
added some new weapons. 
“We got our whole off ensive 
line back, I think those guys have 
worked hard in the off season to 
be bett er,” said SJSU head coach 
Dick Tomey during a practice 
over spring break. “We signed 
MoJo (Lamon Muldrow) from 
Sierra who is an outstanding 
junior college running back … 
and we add Patrick (Perry).”
Senior running back Perry is 
expected to return from a knee 
injury that has sidelined him 
since 2006 when the team won 
the New Mexico Bowl.
“It is early in camp right now, 
so I have a lot to work on,” Perry 
said. “As long as I just progress 
by the day, I am happy. Hard 
work and dedication is what it is 
going to take to get back and that 
is all I am focused on right now.”
Tomey said the team is still 
waiting to hear if the NCAA 
will grant Perry another year of 
eligibility. Tomey added that in a 
situation where an injury keeps 
an athlete off  the fi eld, the player 
usually would get the extra year.
Perry split carries with Yonus 
Davis in 2006 and averaged 4.45 
yards per carry while leading the 
team with seven rushing touch-
downs.
“In ’06 he and Yonus were a 
dynamite combination,” Tomey 
said. “Pat was kind of our inside 
downhill runner. (Davis and 
Perry) were kind of thunder and 
lightning and he was thunder, so 
we expect the same type of per-
formance from him.”
Tomey said that he thinks 
Perry has not completely recov-
ered from his injury, and is cur-
rently about 95 percent. Tomey 
added that he thinks Perry will 
have no problem adjusting to 
the game and playing strong 
when he returns.
Another addition to the Spar-
tans is Muldrow, a running back 
who transferred from Sierra 
College. Rivals.com, a Web site 
that ranks college recruits, gave 
Muldrow a four-out-of-fi ve star 
rating.
Tomey added that he is “an-
other downhill runner who is a 
stronger, bigger guy.” 
During the practice, Muldrow 
showed both his power and elu-
siveness. On one play during a 
team scrimmage, he had three 
people grabbing onto him, broke 
free and darted downfi eld.
In another play, he took 
the ball to the outside and had 
one man to beat. When the de-
fender went in for the tackle, he 
got nothing but air as Muldrow 
changed direction and contin-
ued to run.
“With the addition of me and 
MoJo and the off ensive line, we 
can fi x that problem,” Perry said 
about the off ense’s poor per-
formance last year. “As long as 
we can work together and work 
hard and stay dedicated and be-
lieve what the coaches told us, 
we are going to be fi ne.”
Last year, the Spartans had 
three backs that split the major-
ity of the snaps and two of them 
will return — Brandon Rutley 
and Chris Reese.
“Brandon is still a major 
player for us,” Tomey said. “We 
are going to need them  — you 
can’t have too many backs. Chris 
Reese established himself last 
year as somebody who can get 
tough yards in a critical situa-
tion. We are glad he is back. We 
are going to have a deep posi-
tion at running back in the fall 
and I think it is going to be a 
good position.”
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Struggling run game looks for improvement
RYAN BUCHAN
Sports Editor
Lamon Muldrow runs by a defender while at Sierra College. 
Muldrow transferred to SJSU, which ranked No. 115 in rushing last season.
Courtesy of Kevin Bray
Spartan senior running back Patrick Perry cradles a football 
during a practice at South Campus Sunday afternoon. Perry is making a comeback 
this season after a leg injury left him unable to play for two seasons. 
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
